Panel Exploring Nonreligiosity, Atheism, and Secularism in Southeast Asia at the EUROSEAS conference
in Amsterdam (22-26 July 2024)

Conveners

Timo Duile and Prince Kennex Aldama
(Department for Southeast Asian Studies, Bonn University)

tduile@uni-bonn.de
praldama@up.edu.pg

Description of the format

Each panelist has up to 10 minutes for her/his presentation, followed by a short Q&A. At the end of the
panel, we would like to dedicate at least 15 minutes for a summarizing discussion.

Description of the panel

Our panel "Exploring Nonreligiosity, Atheism, and Secularism in Southeast Asia" aims to foster
interdisciplinary discussions on the evolving dynamics of nonbelief and secular identities within the
region.

Southeast Asia, recognized for its strong religious traditions, is undergoing a transformative shift as
individuals with diverse perspectives on religion challenge conventional norms. Atheists, religious nones,
and secularists are carving out their place in these pluralistic societies, prompting intriguing questions
about social cohesion, political implications, and indigenous vs. external influences. We believe that this
emerging discourse holds the potential to enrich our understanding of Southeast Asian religiosity and
societal diversity. As we delve into this uncharted territory, we seek contributions from scholars across
disciplines such as cultural anthropology, sociology, law, political science, and theology.

Key inquiries that our panel aims to explore include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

- The negotiation of secular or atheist identities in religious contexts

- The historical roots and development of atheism and secularism in Southeast Asia

- Government and societal responses to these concepts in discourse, legal frameworks, and
political arenas

- The intersection of atheism and secularism with the region's intricate religious tapestry.

- Possibilities and challenges for integrating atheism within Southeast Asia's plural societies

- Novel avenues for social critique facilitated by atheism

- The relevance and manifestations of secularism in Southeast Asian political landscapes

By participating in our panel, you will engage with fellow scholars in unraveling the complex interplay of
nonreligiosity, atheism, and secularism in Southeast Asia. Your insights will contribute to a holistic
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perspective that transcends disciplinary boundaries and advances our collective understanding of this
evolving phenomenon.

Format
single session panel (1x90 min), we are looking for up to 4 presenters

If you want to participate in our panel, please send your abstract to tduile@uni-bonn.de and
praldama@up.edu.pg before March 1. For more information about the EUROSEAS, please visit:
https://www.euroseas.org/
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